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tours, the Expo, and more.

These are a work in progress, but a 
great starting point to take the next 
steps with our vision.

We have nine strong board 
members, who I am thrilled to be 
working with. We are a fun and 
productive board, moving fast 
and tackling large challenges one 
step at a time. We’d also love one 
or two more board members, so 
consider it! :)

Our interim executive director, 
Janet Hess-Herbert, has done an 
excellent job of holding down the 
fort in the office, managing staff 
and grants. We have decided to 
extend our search for a new ED. If 
you think of someone qualified who 
could drive AERO’s mission, please 
tell them to apply! I’m personally 
so excited about working with the 
new ED to rock this work and make 
Montana one of the nation’s leading 
states in cutting edge sustainability 
practices. Exciting times!

We hit record-breaking end-of-year 
campaign numbers, raising a
whopping $54K! Can you believe 
it? This small group of us are truly 
out to make a difference in this 
state, and I’m proud to be with you 
all. This kind of money empowers 
us to take on greater challenges, 

build infrastructure, and initiate 
even more grant funding. Huzzah!

One of the board’s main goals 
this year is focused on member 
engagement. Yes, that means 
YOU! We did a huge brainstorm 
around what it would take for every 
single one of AERO’s members to 
be involved in making Montana a 
better state, because let’s face it, 
that’s what it will take. One small 
board can only do so much.  
Now, we assume that every one 
of us is making our own efforts for 
sustainability, and these are acts 
that mostly don’t get recognized as 
“AERO” per se. That’s good! Keep 
at that! But now, we’re looking 
to boost involvement to the next 
level. I encourage you to look at 
those five-year goals listed above, 
and ask yourself, “Where do I 
fit in here?” Our hope is that the 
organization as a whole would find 
grants and other funding focused 
on these goals, that the task forces 
would take initiative with them, and 
that our membership (aka YOU) 
would work closely with us to make 
them a reality. What do you think? 
Want to join the awesomeness that 
is happening? It’s time to jump on 
the train!

Best,
Ephie Risho, 
Board President

From the  Board President

Dear AERO,
The board met for our annual yearly planning 
meeting at a rustic cabin in Seeley Lake in 
January. There, while throwing more logs on the 
fire, we took our strategic plan and decided on a 
few key tangible foci to pour energy toward:

1. Empowering robust local food economies, 
with a goal of 20% of food sourced locally.

2. Initiating a community shared renewable 
energy project, with the goal of expanding that 
to multiple locations. 

3. Working with our partners to increase 
sustainable communities through urban farms, 
community gardens and resiliency efforts.

4.  Continuing outreach to raise awareness 
to our younger generation and beyond, of 
sustainable practices, through Earth Day, the 
Abundant Montana Directory, Repower MT, 

Board members Jeff Pernell, Lily Elison, Robin Kelson, Grace Brogan, Patti 
Armbrister, Mark Juedeman, Emily Davidson, 

and Interim Director Janet Hess-Herbert 
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Feature Story

The Heartbeat 
of Organic is Strong

Cover photo: AERO Staffers Kaleena Miller, Corrie Williamson, 
and Jackie Heinert at the 2017 MFU Women’s Conference at 

Chico Hot Springs.

AERO Program Manager Kaleena Miller reviews the 
Montana Organic Association’s 2016 conference

Welcome to the MOA Community 
On the first day of December of 2016, Kalispell welcomed the 
attendees of the 14th annual MOA Conference.  In turn, MOA 
welcomed me into their knowledgeable community of growers, 
researchers, industry representatives, state employees and 
more.  With approximately 225 folks in attendance,  the con-
ference space buzzed with the sounds of producers exploring 
new products from vendors, collaborations developing, and 
long time friends catching up.  With 50 new registered organ-
ic growers in Montana, and a 5% increase in organic sales in 
2016, there was a lot to discuss at this year’s conference.   In 
this piece I’ll focus on session highlights and knowledge gained 
throughout the conference.
 
A Thought-Provoking Keynote
This year’s keynote speaker was Dr. John Reganold, hailing 
from Washington State University’s Department of Crop and Soil 
Sciences. In just one hour’s time, Dr. Reganold provided a brief 
history of organic agriculture, reviewed the top reasons why 
people buy organic food, discussed farming systems that fall in 
between conventional and organic, and addressed biodiversity, 
environmental effects, and economic performance as it relates 
to the comparison of conventional and organic systems.  Dr. 
Reganold flowed between meta-level observations and ex-
tremely detailed comparisons between organic and convention-
al agriculture with ease.  He spent time addressing the social 
well-being component of organic agriculture, such as the reduc-
tion of worker exposure to pesticides.  The bottom line there is 
that we have a LONG WAY TO GO; he stated,“We’re sort of the 
guinea pigs when it comes to human health impacts.....
                (continued on page 4)

<--- AERO Annual Report by Ephie Risho!
While we’re proud to share some good AERO news 
with you, we’re also taking the opportunity in this 

issue to highlight collaborations, and the good work 
of some of our partner organizations. We believe that 

working together, and bringing the players to the 
table, is crucial for success. We admire, support, and 

salute the work of our partners around the state! 
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(continued from page 3) 
of pesticide exposure - there just isn’t 
enough data yet.”  Dr. Reganold pointed 
out how organic agriculture has pulled 
some conventional growers towards 
the middle of the spectrum, falling into 
other farming systems that are more 
sustainable than conventional practices.  
He also emphasized the extremely 
important role consumers play in regards 
to contributing to environmental issues 
through their daily purchases. (I thought 
it would be valuable to mention one 
book he strongly recommended, titled 
Building Soils for Better Crops produced 
by SARE in 2010 and, free to download 
here: http://tinyurl. com/7nvvyvw.)

Is Saturation Possible in the Craft Beer 
Market?
This popular session addressed two 
main topics: the state of the craft beer 
market and the opportunities for growing 
organic hops in Montana. This panel 
discussion included representatives 
from across the industry spectrum, 
including Tom Britz of Glacier Hops, 
Matthias Haaben of Gambrinus Malting 
and Brian Smith of Blackfoot River 
Brewing Company. There was complete 
consensus among these speakers when 
asked about the phenomenal growth 
in the craft beer market. The answer? 
A higher quality product, diversity in 
taste, and the connection breweries 
have to communities. Matthias pointed 
out, “Germany makes wonderful beers, 
but they are boring - everyone makes 

the same beer.” There was also strong 
consensus among the panel that the 
craft market is not saturated yet, by 
any means. The millennial generation 
is largely responsible for the growth of 
the craft industry, and their demand isn’t 
expected to decrease anytime soon. 
When the topic switched to discussing 
opportunities for growing organic 
hops in the state, the panels’ optimism 
waned. Mr. Britz explained why the 
economics for small hops growers are 
so challenging, citing startup capital 
and labor as large barriers, along with 
the issue of the end market. “You can 
grow hops in Montana, but finding the 
marketplace is very challenging,” Britz 
noted. The bottom line message was 
that the creation of shared infrastructure 
is needed in the form of harvesting and 
production facilities in order to source 
more organic Montana hops.

Organics: Changing our Environment, 
Perspectives, and Future
In the closing keynote, Dr. Bob Quinn 
of Kamut International acknowledged 
the strong membership and sense of 
community among organic farmers, 
and advised the group to accept 
newcomers and future organic farmers 
who will strengthen that community.  He 
shared his appreciation for the MOA 
conferences:  “This year straightened me 
out on a few things,” Dr. Quinn remarked.
Dr. Quinn was upfront about the 
industry’s need to be more direct about 
connecting food and human health. “It’s 

time we start talking about healthy food 
in relation to healthy people. It’s time 
to become bolder about connecting 
organic food and health. Organic food is 
capable of reducing sickness and health 
care costs. It’s time to say cheap food 
equals high costs,” he said.  Dr. Quinn 
encouraged the community to embrace 
Hippocrates’ philosophy of food being 
your medicine and medicine being your 
food.  He also talked about how to shift 
focus after the election by concentrating  
on marketing opportunities, job creation 
in rural communities, and investing 
in and prioritizing research dollars in 
organic agriculture.  Dr. Quinn closed on 
a high note, encouraging everyone to tell 
their stories to schools, via their vo-ag, 
FFA, and 4-H programs.  Engage our 
legislators, invite them to our farms, so 
they too can become part of the organic 
and agricultural community! “I don’t think 
organic agriculture has a future, it IS the 
future,” Dr. Quinn stated.  

In closing, it was clear that the 
conference brought a fierce community 
of revolutionaries together to share 
science, facts, experiences and 
perspectives.  You all are changing our 
environment, perspectives, and futures. 
Many thanks to all who were a part of 
this fabulous meeting of the minds, and 
many luck in the years to come. Never 
stop growing!

- Kaleena Miller, 
AERO Program Manager

Image: Judy Owsowitz leads a snowy tour of Terrapin Farms’ grounds and hoop houses to kick off the MOA Conference.
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If you are not already familiar with 
Climate Smart Missoula, we’re pleased 
to introduce you to this inspiring 
organization.  Climate Smart Missoula 
is a hub that fosters partnerships and 
actions to address climate change in the 
Missoula community.  They envision a 
vibrant and resilient Missoula that has 
a zero carbon footprint and the crucial 
networks to address climate-related 
issues equitably.

At Climate Smart’s beginning, 
community leaders and innovators came 
together to develop climate strategies 
and priorities for Missoula.  These have 
merged into nine different focal areas 
(also known as buckets);  Forests and 
Open Lands, Green Building and Energy 
Efficiency, Healthy Community, Local 
Food, Renewable Energy, Sustainable 
Development, Transportation and Smart 
Growth, Water, and Zero Waste.  These 
areas are addressed through Climate 
Smart’s monthly meet ups, similar to a 
‘green drinks’ event format where they 
bring people together and figure out 
paths forward.  

The Forests and Open Lands bucket 
captures a Climate Smart Missoula 
program called Summer Smart.  This 
program is a collaborative project to 
prepare the Missoula community to 
thrive amid increasing summer wildfire 
smoke and heat by being physically, 
mentally, and economically healthy 
and resilient.  This year, they are 
focusing on shade via urban tree cover.  
Community partners for this project 
include the Missoula City-County Health 
Department, local hospitals, Parks and 
Recreation, and a nonprofit called Trees 
for Missoula.

One Climate Smart program coming up
this year is an energy challenge.  Climate 
Smart’s Energy Corps AmeriCorps 
member, Hailey Jorgensen, is developing

a residential energy challenge for 
Missoulians.  The program will be 
designed to help residents track energy 
use in homes, while providing tips and 
tricks to help reduce their consumption.  
This program is being developed as a 
result of the residential  energy footprint 
from the recent community emissions 
inventory, soon to be released to the 
public.

How else can you connect 
with this great organization? 
Check out their resources 
on their website at 
www.missoulaclimate.org.  
Also, you can connect with
Climate Smart Missoula by
reading their blog posts after 
each monthly meet up, stay up 
to date on events on the 
“Happenings and Calendar” 
tab, and learn how to amplify 
your voice on their advocacy 
page. Partnerships in Missoula 
are plentiful and Climate Smart 
Missoula is trying to understand 
how that fits into the larger 
context by connecting to other 
communities, building a larger 
statewide effort.  Let Climate 
Smart Missoula know what 
other communities are doing 
so they can help spread 
the word!

- Kaleena Miller,
AERO Program Manager

Energy Feature!

Climate Smart
Missoula
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Food & Ag Task Force Update

Have Your Voice Heard
Since the Montana Legislative Session 
began in January, we have been sending 
out action alerts on specific bills related 
to sustainable food and agriculture. We 
will continue sending those action alerts 
through the spring. Make sure your voice 
contributes to the democratic debate on 
issues important to our communities this 
session!
 
Also this spring, the Ag Task Force and 
AERO have been working with the Grow 
Montana Food Policy Coalition to host 
a food- and agriculture-themed event in 
the Rotunda of the Capitol. The event will 
take place midday on Monday, March 
27. Save the date and consider making 
the trip to Helena alongside fellow Ag 
Task Force members to show your 
commitment and support for Montana 
farms and ranches.

A Call for Work Party Proposals
Last summer, AERO had the unique 
opportunity to help some of our 
members make a long-standing dream 
a reality. In July, we gathered together 
in Floweree, Montana, for a  weekend of 
learning and building to raise a strawbale 
house for AERO members Elsie and 
Russ. We gathered again this fall in Big 
Sandy on Bob Quinn’s farm to harvest 
Dave Christensen’s beautiful painted 
mountain corn and learn about its unique 
properties and seed history. At both of 
these events, we loved the chance to 
get our hands a little dirty, learn new 
skills, eat and camp together, and do 
something tangible for our members and 
our community.

This spring, the Food and Agriculture 
Task Force plans to gather for an in-
person meeting that combines the 

discussion and goal setting of the Task 
Force with a work-party that completes 
or contributes to a project in need of 
helping hands. If you or someone you 
know have such a project, send us a 
quick proposal, and we’ll consider your 
site.

Here’s what we’re looking for:
1) A farming, food, or agriculture based 
project that can provide work for and 
host up to 40 volunteers for a one to two 
day period (including sites for tents and 
camping).
2) A host site that can provide the tools, 
materials, and basic essential training for 
volunteers. (AERO cannot provide funds 
for materials, but will help feed and 
transport volunteers.)
3) Appropriate work for a variety of skill 
levels.
4) A site with a project date that falls 
between April 20 and June 30.

Examples might include: A barn-
raising or other basic construction; 
planting or harvesting; field-clearing 
or soil preparation; farm site/structure 
maintenance – or surprise us!

If you are interested, please write to 
aero@aeromt.org with “WORK PARTY” 
as your subject line and a short 
description of your proposed project, 
your location, an outline of what’s 
needed, and your capacity to host 
volunteers.

Proposals are due by March 25. The Task 
Force Chairs, Erin Janoso and Caroline 
Stephens, with staff support, will select a 
project by March 31st.

We look forward to hearing from you!
Erin Janoso, ATF Co-Chair
Caroline Stephens, ATF Co-Chair

Legislative Session & A Call for 
Work Party Proposals

Image: AERO Members Jeremy Parkinson, Hugh Emerson, and Ian McClean install 
a window during last summer’s straw bale build at the Salisbury Ranch
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Five years ago, Shawna Kelsey thought 
she was working to increase access 
to healthy food in rural Montana by 
starting a Farmers’ Market in Troy, in the 
northwest corner of Montana.  Working 
for the Yaak Valley Forest Council, 
Shawna collaborated with a core group 
of vendors and volunteers, and that 
first season there were 2 vendors, and 
25-50 patrons mingled in and out of the 
market.  

Fast forward to 2016, where the market 
averaged 12 vendors and the event has 
become a community hub on Friday 
afternoons, bringing over 200 customers 
each week.  Shawna says kids come by 
in the afternoons, and locals and quite 
a few seasonal tourists visit with the 
vendors–and each other–while browsing 

the fruits, vegetables, and crafts for sale.  

We were excited to meet Shawna at one 
of AERO’s Growing Food Businesses: 
Opportunities Under Montana’s New 
Food Laws workshops held in last 
spring, and spoke with her recently 
to hear about the 2016 Farmers’ 
Market season and her successes and 
challenges with the new food policies.

The workshop helped Shawna become 
the go-to resource for vendors or 
consumers with questions about selling 
products, she says, instead of only 
having the county environmental health 
specialist as a source of information.  
“People get excited about selling things, 
and it doesn’t always make sense why 
they can or can’t do it,” Shawna told us,

 

Abundant Feature: 
The Troy Farmers’ Market

Abundant  FEATURE

www.goodfoodstore.com
1600 S. 3rd St. West  •  Missoula, MT  •  7am to 10pm, Every Day
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Abundant FEATURE (CONT..) 

 (continued...)
 “items like Kombucha and Kimchi and salsa are raising lots of 
questions.”
  
A key piece of information Shawna gained from the workshop was 
that products that weren’t allowed in the past– such as spices and 
baking mixes — are now allowed under the new Cottage Food law.  
She came up with a list of new opportunities and items for vendors 
to consider selling.  

Thanks to AERO’s Expo, workshops, and our forum on the Montana 
Food Economy Initiative website, it has been easy for Shawna to 
network and gain support with other farmers markets, she says.  
The northwestern part of Montana is considered a food desert, and 
folks like Shawna are working hard to encourage the culture of local 
foods and sustainable agriculture in the area.

Luckily, even in rural areas, there are always those that surprise and 
encourage us, such as the Troy market vendor who lives in town 
and grows a market garden on ⅛ acre.  Shawna says vendors are 
“hungry for knowledge” and that her vendor training series are well 
attended, encouraging new vendors to try their hand at selling at 
the Farmers’ Market.

The Troy Farmers’ Market is reducing food miles by leaps and 
bounds, and encouraging the community to first stop and shop from 
the neighborhood before heading to the big stores.  One significant 
success was receiving a Federal Grant in 2016 to purchase a large 
cider press, which became a huge attraction during apple harvest 
time.  Shawna estimates that in 4 hours over 75 gallons of cider 
were made with the press!  

A quick browse of their very beautiful and informative Facebook 
page can give you a peek into what this amazing group has 
accomplished.  We’re happy to highlight the Troy Farmers’ Market, 
which is located at the lowest elevation in the state!  It’s worth a 
drive to visit the market, which occurs on Fridays afternoons from 
3:30 to 6:30 pm, June – September on the lawn of the Troy Museum.

- Jackie Heinert,
 AERO Local Food Systems Coordinator

  

Images: Troy 
Farmers 

Market press 
obtained 

through a GTA 
grant! 

All photos 
courtesy of 

Troy Farmers’ 
Market 

AERO STARTS 2017 
WITH A BANG!

PS.... Did you know that there are more than 300 listings on 
AERO’s Abundant Montana Directory, and always growing? And 

that we have big promotion plans for the site this 
spring and summer? 

Don’t forget to claim, update, or submit your listing today! 

A HUGE THANKS to all the AERO members for making our Fall 
Harvest Campaign the biggest and the best yet, exceeding our goal 
of 50K! 158 of you donated during the Campaign, raising $54,263 to 
start 2017 off with our coffers full!  The STATS: Average donation:  
$343 dollars, ranging from $21 to $2,239, 25 donors provided the 
match of $27,240 that started with a great brainstorming session 
at the Blackfoot Brewery where Jonda Crosby, Max Milton, Jim 
Barngrover, Jen Hill-Hart and I came up with our initial list of 
potential match donors!  What a little beer can do! 

AND OUR BIGGEST THANKS GOES TO RUSS SALISBURY AND 
ELSIE TUSS who made a generous contribution IN THE NAMES 
OF ALL 30 folks who came to help build their straw bale house last 
summer. And BOB QUINN who did the same for AERO members 
who helped with the harvest of Dave Christensen’s Painted 
Mountain corn. Way to pay it forward, AERO Members and thank 
you for donating your time to help other members.

But of course, our work is never over and our goal this year is 
to provide most of the funding of our Executive Director through 
donations, memberships and sponsorships. So be looking for 
your renewal letters, the opportunity for new members to join and 
sponsorship opportunities year round, for our Abundant Montana 
Directory and our Annual Expo!

Janet Hess-Herbert,
Interim Executive Director
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Here’s a wrap-up of the energy related 
bills needing our utmost attention. 
Thanks to our friends at NPRC and 
MREA for some of this info! 

SUPPORT HB 219 - REQUIRE A 
COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS OF NET 
METERING - sponsored by Rep. Zach 
Brown (D-Bozeman), would require the 
Public Service Commission to conduct 
a cost-benefit analysis of net metering, 
commencing by April 1, 2018. The bill 
grandfathers pre-existing net metering 
customers into the current rate.

OPPOSE SB 7 - MANDATE THAT NET 
METERING SYSTEMS MAY NOT BE 
SUBSIDIZED – sponsored by Sen. 
Pat Connell (R-Hamilton). This bill 
establishes in statute that net metering 
should not be subsidized by other 
customers. This bill uses cost shifting, 
which is inherent in the utility grid
system, to discriminate against net-
metered customers, creating increased 
costs for net-metered customers through 
which the benefits of their systems 
would not be fully accounted for. It 
would also be nearly impossible for the 
Public Service Commission to implement 
a fair and just net metering rate with this 
language in code.

OPPOSE - SB 78 - REVISE 
REIMBURSEMENT OF NET METERED 
GENERATORS – sponsored by Sen. 
Keith Regier (R-Kalispell) directs the 
Public Service Commission to create a 
new rate class for net-metering utility 
customers by Jan. 1, 2018, which will 
arbitrarily and drastically reduce the
compensation rate for net-metering 
customers from the retail rate 
(currently approx. 11 cents/kWh) to 
an unsubstantiated (and much lower) 
“avoided-cost” rate. This bill also 
discriminates against net metering 
customers by double-charging them for 
utility infrastructure.

SUPPORT SB 330 - PROVIDE FOR 
PROPERTY- ASSESSED CLEAN 

ENERGY (PACE) FINANCING – 
sponsored by Sen. Chas Vincent 
(R-Libby). PACE makes private capital 
available for energy efficiency, renewable 
energy, and water conservation 
upgrades to existing buildings. 
Financing is repaid as an assessment 
on the property’s regular tax bill over 
a term of up to 20 years. The annual 
energy savings for a PACE project 
are designed to exceed the annual 
assessment payment, so property 
owners save money from the start. PACE 
is an important solution that can help 
Montanans save money on utility bills, 
expand local businesses, create jobs, 
and increase the economic vitality of 
Main Street Montana. 

WHAT TO DO:
All bills, committees and legislators 
can be found at: http://leg.mt.gov/
css/default.asp. Please contact the 
House Energy and Telecommunications 
Committee about SH 7 and SB78.
Contact the Senate Energy Committee 
about HB19. It is not yet known which 
committee will first hear SB330, so stay 
tuned to the AERO ETF list serve reports.

- Jim Baerg
Energy Task Force Co-Chair

PS. Visit AERO’s Blog at 
https://aerotourblog.wordpress.com/
for a list of recommended reading and 
resources from Jim!

Energy Update! Legislative  
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Montana Energy Corps: 
Driving Positive Change Through 
Community Sustainability

Feature Article

The logistics of mitigating climate 
change and anthropogenic ecological 
damage can be overwhelming - 
especially when we consider our impact 
as individuals in a world with 7.4 billion 
people, a global economy, and an 
extremely complex ecosystem. However, 
I believe that creating a sustainable 
narrative is far less daunting when we 
shift our focus to ourselves and our 
communities.

Many local organizations embody this 
philosophy, though today I would like 
to highlight Montana’s Energy Corps 
Program. The Energy Corps Program is 
a statewide AmeriCorps project, driven 
by the National Center for Appropriate 
Technology (NCAT) and the Corporation 
for National and Community Service. 
This organization is dedicated to creating 
sustainable communities through many 
different avenues, including hands-on 
energy assistance, community outreach 
and education, and community energy 
planning. Energy Corps provides its 
members with invaluable experience 
in their fields, which leads to further 
career development and the betterment 
of the communities in which they 
operate. Energy Corps members have 
participated in activities varying from 

winterizing low income households, 
to creating LED lighting retrofit 
assessments in municipal buildings, to 
developing greenhouse programs, and 
more. They are varied in their approach, 
diverse in their backgrounds, and willing 
to devote their time to the well-being of 
others. It is clear that this group is very 
much alive, and a strong force of positive 
change at the local level. 

It is difficult to do this group justice, 
without profiling every project.  However, 
for the purposes of introducing this 
organization, I had the pleasure of 
speaking with Callye Foster, a very active 
Energy Corps member in Helena (and 
a panelist at AERO’s 2016 Expo and 
Annual Meeting!) Callye gave me some 
insights into her work with Energy Corps 
and more specifically the program for 
which she manages daily operations: the 
SMART Schools Challenge. The SMART 
(Saving Money And Resources) Schools 
Challenge is a competition between 61 
schools (2015-2016 season) designed to 
engage students and faculty in common 
sense sustainability practices. Each 
competing school is given incentives 
for signing up for one, two, or all three 
of the challenge sections:  the Energy 
Challenge, the Green Challenge, and 
the Recycling Challenge. The SMART 
Schools program has already saved 
schools over $173,000 in energy savings. 
It has managed to divert over 68,000 
pounds of waste from landfills through 
recycling, and has offset 1026 metric 
tons of carbon dioxide. These results 
are solely from the 2015-2016 challenge, 
and the group is hopeful for an even 
greater impact this year as the program 
continues to expand. The successes 
of this initiative are measureable and 
substantial, characteristics that are often 
evasive when discussing sustainable 
solutions on any level. This year, results 

of the competition will be announced 
around Earth Day, and will be followed 
up by a symposium in the Capitol 
Building Rotunda in March. 

The individual members of this 
organization are very driven and diverse 
in their project selection. An Energy 
Corps member named Rachel Sussman 
has been developing a Greenhouse Gas 
Inventory for the City of Whitefish in 
order to further their climate initiatives. 
This information can be extremely 
useful, especially to the committee 
that has been appointed to create a 
Whitefish Climate Action Plan. Rachel 
has simultaneously been conducting 
energy audits on Whitefish School 
District buildings, though the bulk of 
her time has been spent working with 
Climate Smart Glacier County. Climate 
Smart Glacier County is a group that is 
dedicated to finding local solutions to 
climate change. Rachel stated that “Our 
focus is on action, not activism, so most 
of our efforts are ways that an individual 
can effect change on a community level.” 

No doubt, the reach and the impact 
of Energy Corps has on Montana’s 
communities is impressive. If you would 
like any more information about the 
Energy Corps Program or how you 
can get involved, I have included their 
website below. I have also provided 
website information for the SMART 
Schools Challenge and Climate Smart 
Glacier Country. 

- www.energycorps.org  
- http://governor.mt.gov/SmartSchools
- http://glacierclimateaction.org/ 

- Dalton Kimball, 
AERO Energy Volunteer
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Feature Article

TIMELESS
Natural Food

Editable
Adobe Caslon Semibold
Adobe Caslon Regular

Outlined

Timeless Natural Food 
Organic Pulses and Grains

• Provide top quality, nutrient-dense protein

• Grow in Montana’s drylands

• Flourish on just 12-14” annual precipitation

• Enrich the soil with natural nitrogen- ixing 

We help keep Montana’s organic farmers 
on the land and in business!

1987-2017

Timeless Seeds, Inc.
P.O. Box 331 • Ulm, Montana 59485 USA  
www.timelessfood.com • 406-866-3340   

YES, YOU CAN EAT YOUR WAY 
TO A LOWER CARBON FOOTPRINT!

Daryl Lassila, Organic Lentil Farmer with
David Oien, Owner Timeless Seeds
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Support AERO’s work to build sustainable 
communities, while proudly displaying your values 
with the AERO License Plate! This sponsored 
plate is available at all Montana county motor 
vehicle offices. The first-time cost of the plate is 
$40, which includes a manufacturing fee paid to 
the state, as well as a donation to AERO. After that 
the annual renewal cost is $20, all of which goes 
directly to AERO. Because we are not able to track 
license plate sales, we cannot offer a membership 
for your purchase of a plate. 

Show Your Support with an AERO License Plate!

SAVE THE DATES 
Helena Earth Day Expo
 Helena, Carroll College, April 23rd
Flathead Earth Day Celebration
 Whitefish Middle School, April 22nd
Cocktails with AERO
 Missoula, Montgomery Distillery, April 24th
Straw Bale Work Party II: Stucco! 
 Floweree, MT June 26 - July 2nd 
Beers with AERO
 Helena, Blackfoot River Brewing Co, July 31st

Stay tuned for the in-person Food and Ag Task Meeting/Work 
Party, the Helena Chicken Coop Tour, the next series of Growing 
Food Businesses Workshops, Lentil  Underground Farm Tours, 
and more! To learn more about these events, visit us on the web 
at aeormt.org.  


